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As with our previous editions, this fourth annual issue of the Global Africana Review (GAR) 
features the rich and varied scholarship of our undergraduate students. The articles and reviews 
published here illustrate the intellectually engaged ways in which these emerging scholars 
grapple with issues of gender, race, citizenship, criminal justice, culture, memory, and social 
mobilization, building arguments and conclusions around an array of source materials and 
interpretative interventions. In the best tradition of scholarly publication, these pieces have been 
reviewed, edited, and revised to enhance their intellectual impact and discursive clarity. This 
process has allowed these scholars the opportunity to experience writing for a professionally 
arranged journal, along with the additional rigor and illumination that this work entails. 
Brianna Brunson’s article on the musical culture of enslaved people in the United States 
offers a fascinating take on how spirituals were both vehicles of African American grievances, 
aspirations, and memories as well as artifacts of a fully-formed black expressive tradition that 
survived enslavement and became embedded in post-emancipation life. Relatedly, Sierra Marie 
Vines offers a revealing study of how food culture and culinary arts among enslaved people in 
North Carolina produced a robust and enduring matrix of identity, affirmation, and resistance 
that helped root individuals in notions of community and generational continuity. Elondra Harr’s 
piece explores state policies and policing practices in Brazil, with particular attention focused on 
how Afro-Brazilians have attempted to navigate matters of criminal justice under successive 
governments that have exhibited varying degrees of authoritarian leanings. Moving to the other 
side of the Atlantic, Anna DeGrauw analyzes the place of land tenure and dispossession as it 
relates to the postcolonial geography of Kenya, delving into how different parties (e.g., 
government officials, NGOs, and protesters) have contested the meaning and usage of land for 
various purposes. Finally, Kellan Robinson discusses how women took advantage of the political 
and social upheaval in the wake of the Jasmine Revolution and the Arab Spring to advance 
agendas and interests that had heretofore been illegible in postcolonial Tunisia. 
Taken together, these articles lay bare the myriad ways that people across the world have 
struggled to define the terms of their existence and identities within often repressive 
circumstances that militate against such agency. Moreover, the authors have each demonstrated 
the relevance of local context and regional specificity to the unfolding of events, while showing 
how individuals and communities can be driving forces for change. 
In addition to these five articles, this issue of the GAR includes two book reviews. Hanna 
Watson rigorously probes issues of identity, history, and memory as experienced by those 
dealing with the aftermath of slavery on both sides of the Atlantic in her examination of Saidiya 
Hartman’s Lose Your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route. Watson’s review 
manages to investigate the many poignant themes enmeshed in Hartman’s work without losing 
sight of the narrative’s shifting positionality as a historical study, travelogue, and personal 
meditation. In her discussion of Tanisha Ford’s Liberated Threads: Black Women, Style, and the 




book presents black women as cultural signifiers and agents of change across several continents 
from the 1950s to the 1980s. Okeke specifically delves into how Ford characterizes the women’s 
use of style, including manner of dress and hairstyles, to gain power in what had been 
traditionally a male-dominated movement for rights. 
As the executive editor of this issue of the GAR, I have been gratified by the hard work of 
our student authors and their engagement with the publication process. I am also thankful for the 
valuable feedback, guidance, and support that faculty mentors, AAAD Chair Eunice Sahle, and 
Managing Editor Angela Pietrobon provided all along the way. With both pride and confidence 
in their achievement, I am happy to present the fruits of their collective labor to our readers. 
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